
 
 

An impressive retrospective of this Toledo icon's mixed media abstract paintings including 

brand-new, never-before-exhibited pieces 

Featuring large-scale paintings from earlier in Weprin’s artistic career in addition to recent work, this 

curated exhibit of non-representational abstract artworks celebrates the journey that has brought 

Weprin to her current distinctive style. 

The vibrant, expressive and experimental mixed media artworks of Kay Weprin capture the energy and 

emotions of our surroundings. Viewers are invited to explore the dynamic, shaped-canvas paintings 

that laid the foundation of Weprin's abstract series, to her energetic and reflective mixed media 

drawings. Utilizing oil paint, oil pastel, cold wax and handmade paper, Weprin's interpretations of 

natural scenes present her passion for the rejuvenating and cathartic powers of art. 
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Forward   

As we embark on this special 30th anniversary season for 20 North Gallery, we are delighted to welcome 

Kay Weprin back to our space. Having known Kay for over 3 decades, I have found that her abstracts are 

an extension of her personality—expressive, vivacious, and playful. As one of the original tenants in our 

fledgling 20 North Gallery building 30 years ago, she brought an infectious, exuberant energy that infused 

the gallery scene and inspired many among her fellow tenants. 

Her ability to envision a nascent artist community thriving in a building still under construction, within what 

was then a neglected downtown neighborhood, is echoed in her artwork. Its bold, unexpected and 

courageous choices transform existing media into a cohesive and well-orchestrated composition.  

As a noted art educator in the state of Ohio, her artwork reflects her comprehension of how artists learn to 

create. For Kay, her process is inherent to the finished product. Within her collaged constructions, previous 

projects become components of the final composition, frequently incorporating both 2 and 3-dimensional 

aspects. 

In this retrospective exhibit, bold color, intriguing textures and enticing titles spark conversation for the 

viewer, both in her works from former series and the innovative, new oil pastel paintings she has been 

creating since 2020. 

This juxtaposition of newer and later artworks highlights the transition of Kay’s style from non-

representational abstraction to tableaux incorporating recognizable imagery that still revels in the artistic 

freedom of the abstract. Although her work has changed dramatically over the many years of our 

association, her commitment to process and vision remains the same. 

Kay Weprin is her artwork, personified.    — Eric Hillenbrand, Owner, 20 North Gallery   

 



3 
 

Kay Weprin  ◊ 

Toledo, Ohio 

Artist Biography 

 Kay Weprin received her B.F.A. and M.Ed. in Art Education from The University of Toledo (Ohio). Now a 

retired art educator, she has published articles for School Arts Magazine, and educational websites. As an 

artist, her work has won awards and has been displayed in regional art exhibitions, receiving multiple First 

Place awards through the annual Toledo Area Artists Exhibition at the Toledo Museum of Art (Ohio) and 

Athena Art Society (Toledo, Ohio) annual juried fall exhibitions among numerous other group art shows. In 

2020, her work was accepted into TFAS100+3: Juried Members’ Exhibit at 20 North Gallery. In 2021, she 

enjoyed a solo exhibit at Hudson Gallery (Sylvania, Ohio). 

Weprin’s mixed media works in cold wax, oil pastel and handmade 

paper can be found in many corporate and private collections 

including the Kingston Healthcare Company Headquarters (Toledo, 

Ohio), ProMedica Toledo Hospital (Ohio), Owens Corning World 

Headquarters (Toledo, Ohio), as well as the permanent, public 

collections of the Sylvania Branch of Toledo Lucas County Public 

Library (Ohio), The University of Toledo Center for the Visual Arts 

(Toledo, Ohio) and Butler University (Indianapolis, Indiana). Weprin 

is a current member and past President of the Athena Art Society 

and current Historian for the Toledo Federation of Art Societies. 

  

 
Kay Weprin working en plein air 

Photo courtesy of the artist 
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Artist Statement 
The isolation during the pandemic quarantine gave me opportunities to explore different ideas and 

materials. Discovering the cold wax medium with oil pastels was a way of building layers of expressions 

through color and line. 

Sometime in the early days of lifting parameters of the quarantine, I had difficulty getting out of bed. 

Thinking I had over-exercised, I powered through my pain for weeks which turned into months. When 

doctors were able to see patients, I went through a litany of tests and medicines discovering I had an 

incurable, aggressive systemic autoimmune disease. In the meantime, painting outside with my plein air 

friends became my focus. 

Walking along the sometimes narrow and rutted paths, pulling my wagon full of supplies to our destination 

was arduous. Trying not to think of the pain, instead I felt the gentle breeze, the fresh air and sun beating 

down rejuvenating my strength.  However painful it was in handling my drawing tools, I quickly captured 

the light, shadows, lines of the landscapes into vivid abstract compositions. The playfulness of my painterly 

lines running through the cold wax exudes emotion and new life. Back in my studio, I reworked markings 

and added collage elements to energize the paintings and give new spirit to me and my work. 

My background is in mixed media. I have always been able to 

paint with expression. My style is recognizable, but I am always 

changing and experimenting. Usually, I work my ideas out in a 

series of work. I tend to work very large, but now it is a challenge 

to create smaller work. Currently, I am working with handmade 

paper, oil pastels, and mixed media. Titles are very important to 

me. It is a way for the viewer to be engaged in the work. The 

viewer can then create their own narrative. I only give them clues! 

  

 
Kay Weprin’s art supplies in her studio 

Photo courtesy of the artist 
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Artwork 

All work available for purchase. Listed dimensions refer to artwork size and do not reflect framing. 

Earlier Large-Scale Artwork: 

 

Flying Over the Equator; $2,400 
Oil pastel on handmade paper, on canvas over Masonite; 4’H x 7’7”W; ca. 2014 
 
The gallery didn’t rip this painting, it is supposed to be like that! It was inspired by a trip to Australia. I see 
many faces on one side. What might you find on the other? 
 

 
 
Concentric 
Dimensions; $825 
Handmade paper and 
mixed media 
33.5”H x 23”W; ca. 2014 

 

 
 

Cyber Diversity 
$1,375 
Handmade paper 
32”H x 4’W 
ca. late 1990s 
 
A tree grows in 
Cyberland and you 
landed on a flying leaf. 
What do you spy with 
your little eye? 

 

 

 
Lumbering on a Golden Path; $900 
Oil pastel and mixed media 
21.5”H x 29.5”W; ca. 2014 
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Light Running Down the Water’s Edge 
$2,500; Oil on shaped canvas; 6’H x 3’W x 7”D 
ca. late 1980s 
 

 
 

Journey to the Top; $1,400 
Oil on canvas; 3’H x 4’W; 2012 
 
Traveling from one continent to all 5 is quite a feat, just to 
see the world from East, West, North, South. If you could 
transport yourself into this painting, what does your new 
world look like? 
 

 
 

 

  

 Golden Flower; $1,450 
Handmade paper and mixed media; 40”H x 4’W; ca. 1997 
 

Catching Floating Pearls; $1,375 
Handmade paper; 42”H x 28.5”W; ca. 2016 
 
In a small river outside of Hanoi, pearls grow and float up to the surface 
after growing beneath the water. The texture and color in the handmade 
paper reflect this scene in the early morning hours. What will happen to 
the pearls now? 
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New Mid-Scale Artwork: 

 

 

 

 

Whistling Winds; $650 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 
22.5"H x 15.25”W; 2020 
 

  

Fickle Weather; $650 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 
22"H x 15.25”W; 2020 
 

 
 
Cloudy Pictures; $650 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper; 11.25"H x 30”W; 2019 
 

On a journey, a universal game of drawing pictures in the clouds is played. 
Looking out of your window, what would you draw? 
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Candy Glass City; $500 
Oil pastel on paper 
12.25"H x 16”W; 2019 
 
The Plein Air painting on a summer day—The 
sweetness of this scene sticks in my mind, but 
unfortunately, no Milky Ways to be seen. Wet your 
pallet and fill the glass city with favorite elements of 
textures and color. Describe your favorite piece. 
 

 
 

  

 
 

Passing Clouds Above the River; $500 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 
12.25"H x 16”W; 2022 

 

 
 
Growing Up in Storyland; $500 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 
12.25"H x 16”W; 2022 
 

   
 

 
 
Echoes in Rolling Hills; $650 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 
11"H x 30”W; 2019 
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Where the Rose Grows; $650 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper; 11.25"H x 30”W; 2019 
 
 

 
Marsh Animals; $500 

Oil pastel, cold wax and mixed media on paper 
12.25"H x 16”W; 2022 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Box Lunch; $650 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 

16.25"H x 12.25”W; 2018 

 
Dreaming of Monet’s Garden; $500 
Oil pastel, cold wax and mixed media on paper 
17.25"H x 12”W; 2022 
 
One day on the phone with my Grandson, together we 
came up with this title. He saw the beauty of Giverny 
and I saw a scene out of a dream. What would you 
name this? 
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Music From an Old Barn; $500 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 12.25"H x 16”W; 2022 
 
This Plein Air painting is anything but plain. All painters that 
day created realistic barns while I painted with emotion from 
my imagination. As each slat was drawn, it took on a life of 
its own. It danced across the paper to the tune of an Irish 
jig. How does the music affect the style of the painting? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
A Special Moment; $350 
Acrylic and mixed media on canvas 
12"H x 12”W; 2022 
 

 
Uncovering Secrets; $350 
Acrylic and mixed media on canvas 
16"H x 20”W; 2022 
 
 

 

  

  
 
 
Painted Wild Flowers; $650 
Oil pastel on paper 
15"H x 22.5”W; 2018 
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New Mid-Scale Unframed Artwork: 

 
 
Nature’s Light; $300 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 
12.25"H x 16.25”W; 2022 
 

 

 
 
Calm Before the Storm; $300 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 
12.25"H x 16”W; 2022 
 

 
 
Strolling Through Upright Trees; $375 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 
22.5"H x 15”W; 2022 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Chatter in the 
Meadow; $300 
Oil pastel and 
cold wax on 
paper 
16.25"H x 
12.25”W; 2022 
 
 

 

 

Walking a 
Colorful 
Stone Path; 
$300 
Oil pastel and 
cold wax on 
paper 
16.25"H x 
12.25”W; 2022 
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Dazzling Impression; $375 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 
15.5"H x 22.25”W; 2022 

   

 

  
Lily and Aviary Overlooking Pond 
$375 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 
15.25"H x 22.25”W; 2022 

   

 

  
Pop Up Flower Under Blue Sky; $375 
Oil pastel and cold wax on paper 
15"H x 22.5”W; 2022 
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Wearables: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Necklace; $275 
Fused glass and mixed media 
16.25"H x 8.5”W x 1.5”D 
2022 
 

  
Necklace; $250 
Hand-painted fused glass and mixed 
media 
16.5"H x 8.75”W x 2.25”D; 2022 
Photo by Kay Weprin 
 

  
Necklace; $250 
Hand-painted fused glass 
and mixed media 
15.25"H x 8.5”W x1”D; 2022 
Photo by Kay Weprin 
 

 

 

 

  

 
Necklace; $275 
Hand-painted fused glass and 
mixed media 
14"H x 8”W x 1”D; 2022 
Photo by Kay Weprin 

  
Necklace; $125 
Hand-painted fused glass and mixed 
media 
13"H x 6.25”W x 0.375”D; 2022 
Photo by Kay Weprin 
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Kay Weprin: Abstract Personified 

Catalogue editor, Anastasia Wagner 

  Gallery Coordinator, 20 North Gallery 

Copy editor, Condessa Croninger 

  Art Director, 20 North Gallery 

All artwork photography by 20 North Gallery unless otherwise indicated. 

© 2022, 20 North Gallery. All rights reserved. 

 

 

For purchase inquiries, please contact 20 North Gallery. 
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